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Since then a number of experiments have been made by different investigators, 
as Schanta, Felseinreieh, Kleinwaechter, Parisi, J. Clay, and others. In a 
thesis on the subject, Dr. Marti has given an account of these different observa¬ 
tions on pregnant women, and also of some experimental researches of his own 
on animals carrying young. The conclusions he has arrived at are :— 

1. That subcutaneous injections of pilocarpine in pregnant females and during 
labour have had no result, and have in no way brought on uterine contractions. 

2. That the same has been the ease in a large number of experiments on 
animals. 

3. That in certain conditions of the uterus, as when the female or the animal 
under observation is already in labour, or has come to full time, subcutaneous 
injections of pilocarpine have the power apparently to set up uterine contrac¬ 
tions. 

4. That in this last class of cases the uterine contractions appear some minutes 
after the injections, increase in frequency for some time, then become stationary, 
and then quickly cease. In some of these cases the contractions have not been 
strong enough to complete the labour. 

5. Prom all the facts observed he concludes that, at full time or during labour, 
pilocarpine seems to have a special influence on the contractility of the uterus, 
but before the full time subcutaneous injections arc almost always powerless to 
bring on premature labour.— Glasgoiv Med. Journal , August, 1879, from Le 
Progris Mid., May 10, 1879. 

Use of Benzoate of Soda in Puerperal Fever. 

LF.nxF.nAcn reports ( Ally. Med. Centr. Zeib., No. 55, 1879) four cases of 
puerperal fever which were cured by the use of benzoate of soda. Two of the 
patients were priiniparm, the other two multipara:. In both cases of the primi- 
paras, quinine was given in doses of one gramme, besides the benzoate of soda, 
as the temperature had risen to 105.8 degs. in the first day after the child’s birth. 
It sank immediately to 100.4 degs. The patients took the quinine without any 
difficulty, and did not vomit it again, as had happened in one of the cases where 
it was given alone, without the benzoate of soda. The temperature remained 
normal. It appears that the author is not acquainted with the ease reported by 
Professor Petersen of Kiel, where the life of a woman in puerperal fever was 
saved by large doses of quinine and benzoate of soda.— London Med. Record, 
Aug. 15, 1879. 


Laceration of the Cervix Uteri. 

Dr. Spiegelbebg, who has had occasion to operate in ten cases of this affec¬ 
tion, gives preference to Emmet’s method. (Brest. Aerzll. Zeitschr., 1879 ; 
and Centralblatt fur die Med. Wissen., No. 18.) He thinks that chronic endo¬ 
metritis and a disturbance in the progress of involution of the uterus are often 
due to eversion of the os uteri and to laceration of the cervix ; and that the latter 
often is the direct cause of endometritis of the neck, and the indirect cause of 
leucorrhoea and more serious affections of the mucous membrane of the cervix, so 
as to cause, under certain conditions, sterility and abortion, and perhaps even 
prove a great impediment to a successful treatment of retroflexion and retrover¬ 
sion of the womb. In some cases, a cure would be effected by healing the lacera¬ 
tions ; while in other cases the patient recovered by being kept very quiet and 
treated antiphlogistically. He docs not agree with Emmet in insisting on a pre¬ 
liminary treatment of the affections in every case; he thinks that this is only 
indicated in cases where the mucous membrane has undergone intense follicular 
changes. The operation must be performed with antiseptic precautions; but 
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tliere is hardly any need for anaesthetics. The patient is laid on her back, if the 
uterus can be easily drawn down; if not, she must be placed either on the right or 
the left side, according to the lacerations. Spiegelberg uses metal wire. The 
wire is generally removed on the tenth day, and the patient is allowed to leave 
her bed on the eighth day. Little must be done in the way of treatment, except 
keeping her quiet. Out of the author’s ten cases, the wound healed by first in¬ 
tention iu six; in three, by second intention; and in one case, one side did not 
heal at all.— British Med. Journal , July 12, 1879. 

Treatment of Uterine Fibroids by Ergot. 

Dr. G. Ernest Herman, Assistant Obstetric Physician to the London Hos¬ 
pital, in a paper read before the Hunterian Society {Med. Times and Gaz., Aug. 
23, 1879), considers this subject and offers the three following propositions as 
being warranted by the facts before the profession. 

1. That ergot will often produce the diminution in size, and sometimes even 
complete absorption, of fibroid tumours of the uterus, and will, in the majority of 
cases relieve their symptoms. 

2. That these effects will often follow the administration of the drug by the 
mouth, but will more certainly be produced by its hypodermic injection in the 
neighbourhood of the tumour. 

3. That in all cases in which treatment is required, except those in which sur¬ 
gical interference is needed to avert immediate danger to life, this treatment 
should be tried before resorting to operative measures. 

Oophorectomy in a case of Congenital Vaginal Defect. 

At the eighth Congress of German Surgeons, held in Berlin last April, Prof. 
von Langenbeck ( Wiener Medizin. Wochenschrift) exhibited a woman, aged 
23, on whom he had performed Battey’s operation. She had been married 
three years. The catamenia commenced at the age of 1-1; and, as was afterwards 
discovered, the discharge took place per urethram, the vagina being entirely ab¬ 
sent. The discharge was scanty, but was always attended with severe pain. 
Coitus was also effected by the urethra. As the menstrual troubles had lately 
increased to such an extent as to produce epileptiform attacks, Dr. von Langen¬ 
beck decided on extirpating the right ovary by Battey’s method. He had ascer¬ 
tained by careful examination that the left ovary was wanting, and that the uterus 
was rudimentary. An incision about two inches long was made in the flank; the 
pedicle of the ovary was tied with catgut, and sewn to the abdominal wound. 
The process of healing was uninterrupted; the ligatured remains of the pedicle 
fell off on the fourteenth day. Menstruation took place on the fifth day after the 
operation, although one ovary was removed, and the absence of the other had 
been ascertained both before and during the operation. Dr. von Langenbeck 
expressed his satisfaction with the result obtained, and recommended the pro¬ 
ceeding for adoption in similar cases.— British Med. Journal , July 12, 1879. 

The Treatment of the Pedicle in Ovariotomy. 

Professor Sitegei.berg reports ( Berliner Klinische Wochenschrift, May 5, 
1879) the result of thirty-five hospital cases of ovariotomy performed according 
to Lister’s antiseptic method in its fullest extent, with special reference to the 
question as to what treatment of the pedicle is most suitably combined with the 
antiseptic method. Of these thirty-five cases, only 5, or 14 per cent., died; 
whereas in forty-five operations previously performed by him without the carbolic 
spray, twenty patients, or 45 per cent., died. The present series of cases Spiegel¬ 
berg brings forward to show that it is possible, in conjunction with the antiseptic 



